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Original: English 

REPORT OF 

THE 37th MEETING OF THE SESSIONAL COMMITTEE 

(November 16th, 2020, Virtual Meeting) 

 

• The 37th Meeting of the Sessional Committee of the COMCEC was held on November 

16th, 2020, in a virtual only-format, on the sidelines of the 36th Ministerial Session of the 

COMCEC. 

• The Meeting was chaired by Mr. Fatih ÜNLÜ, Director General of the COMCEC 

Coordination Office. In addition to the COMCEC Coordination Office (CCO), the following 

OIC Institutions attended the Meeting:  

• Statistical, Economic and Social Research and Training Center for Islamic  Countries 

(SESRIC)  

• Islamic Center for the Development of Trade (ICDT)  

• Islamic Development Bank (IsDB) Group  

• International Islamic Trade Finance Corporation (ITFC)-IsDB Group 

• Islamic Corporation for the Insurance of Investment and Export Credit (ICIEC)- 

IsDB Group 

• Islamic Corporation for the Development of Private Sector (ICD)- IsDB Group 

• Standards and Metrology Institute of Islamic Countries (SMIIC) 

• Islamic Chamber of Commerce and Industry and Agriculture (ICCIA) 

• The Meeting agreed on the following agenda items for discussion:  

• Implementation of the COMCEC Strategy: Contributions of the OIC Institutions to the 

COMCEC Strategy   

• The List of Activities of the OIC Institutions Aligned with the COMCEC Strategy 

and COMCEC Ministerial Policy Recommendations 

• Utilizing COMCEC Project Funding for the implementation of COMCEC 

Ministerial Policy Recommendations 

• The e-platform (http://activities.comcec.org) established by the CCO for the 

activities of the OIC Institutions 

• OIC Institutions’ Efforts in combatting COVID-19 Pandemic 

• Possible Contributions of the OIC Institutions to the Implementation of the SDGs in OIC 

Member States 

• Preparations for Annual Report on the Progress Towards Achieving the Prioritized 

SDGs at the OIC level  

• Activities of the OIC Institutions Serving to the Implementation of the SDGs 

• Implementation of the Economic Cooperation Section of the OIC-2025 Programme of 

Action 

• The Proposal on the “OIC Business Intelligence Programme” 

http://activities.comcec.org/
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• Possible Contributions of the OIC Institutions for the Benefit of Palestinian People / Al-

Quds Sharif as well as Geographically Distant OIC Member Countries and Observer 

Countries 

• Any Other Business 

Implementation of the COMCEC Strategy: Contributions of the OIC Institutions to the 

COMCEC Strategy 

• Emphasizing the significance of the contributions of the OIC Institutions to the realization 

of the COMCEC Strategy and the COMCEC Ministerial Policy Recommendations, the 

Committee reviewed the completed and planned activities of the relevant OIC Institutions 

directly serving to the implementation of the COMCEC Ministerial Policy Recommendations 

(Group A activities) and activities serving to the objectives of COMCEC Strategy (Group B 

activities) for the period of December 2019-October 2020 as well as for the period November 

2020-November 2021 based on the cooperation areas, namely trade, transport and 

communications, tourism, agriculture, poverty alleviation and financial cooperation.  

 (Group A and Group B activities are attached as Annex 1.) 

• The Committee was informed by the CCO that in terms of Group A, 70 activities were 

reported as completed by the OIC Institutions. In terms of cooperation areas, approximately 

40% of the activities were implemented in financial cooperation and trade domain followed by 

tourism. The Committee was also informed that with respect to types of the activities, the 

training and technical assistance programs are the commonly used activity types under Group 

A with more than 50 percent. 

• In terms of Group B activities, CCO representative informed the Committee that 114 

activities have been completed since the 35th Session of the COMCEC and 116 activities are 

planned to be organized in the upcoming period by the respective OIC Institutions. Most of the 

completed and planned activities were reported in the area of trade, followed by poverty 

alleviation. Furthermore, 14 research reports are planned to be prepared next year. 

• The Committee underlined the importance of contributions of the OIC Institutions to the 

implementation of the COMCEC Ministerial Policy Recommendations as well as realization of 

the objectives of the COMCEC Strategy. In this respect, the Committee commended the efforts 

of SESRIC in contributing to the implementation of the COMCEC Ministerial Policy 

Recommendations through specifically designed activities such as capacity building and 

training programmes in the six cooperation areas. The Committee also appreciated the efforts 

of other OIC institutions for the implementation of the policy recommendations and requested 

them to intensify their efforts and consider the possibility of organizing joint activities to that 

end.  

• The CCO informed the Committee about the current developments regarding the projects 

supported by the COMCEC Coordination Office under the COMCEC Project Funding and also 

informed the participants that upon the request of project owners, most of the projects were 

postponed to 2021 for implementation. The Committee appreciated the efforts of the relevant 

OIC Institutions in submitting projects through the COMCEC Project Funding in the 8th project 

call made in September 2020. Moreover, the Committee invited the relevant OIC Institutions 



 

3 
 

to utilize this mechanism more efficiently for the realization of the COMCEC Ministerial Policy 

Recommendations. 

• Underlining the importance of the recently established e-platform 

(http://activities.comcec.org) in terms of simplifying and standardizing the reporting process, 

the Committee welcomed that as per decision of the previous Sessional Committee meeting, a 

training session on the said e-platform was organized by the CCO for the benefit of the OIC 

Institutions. The Committee commended the CCO for preparing a guideline including the 

essentials of the System. Furthermore, the Committee requested the OIC Institutions to continue 

reporting their activities through the said platform.  

• The Committee took note with appreciation the proposal of the CCO to organize a special 

virtual consultative session with the participation of the concerned OIC Institutions to discuss 

the ways and means of enhancing the role of OIC institutions in effective implementation of 

the COMCEC Policy Recommendations.  

 

OIC Institutions’ Efforts in combatting COVID-19 Pandemic 

• The Committee was informed by the OIC Institutions about their activities / programs 

aiming to help member countries in their efforts towards mitigating the adverse effects of the 

COVID-19 Pandemic. The Committee commended the efforts of the OIC Institutions, 

particularly, among others, “the COMCEC COVID-19 Response Program” launched by the 

CCO and COVID-19 consultative meetings held virtually in three cooperation areas (Trade, 

Tourism, Agriculture); publication titled “Socio-Economic Impacts of Covid-19 Pandemic in 

OIC Member Countries,” and various training and capacity building programs conducted by 

SESRIC; “Strategic Preparedness and Response Program for the COVID-19 Pandemic” 

initiated by the IsDB Group; insurance coverage programme initiated by the ICIEC, the 

webinars on the impact of Covid-19 on intra-OIC trade and investment flows organized by the 

ICDT in collaboration with OIC and International Institutions; various activities (financing 

support, webinars, support for equipment and capacity development, harmonization of 

standards, etc.) undertaken by ITFC to assist Member Countries’ fight against COVID-19 

pandemic, platforms formed by ICCIA for  disseminating information for the benefit of private 

sector in the OIC Member Countries . 

 

Possible Contributions of the OIC Institutions to the Implementation of the SDGs in the 

OIC Member States 

• The Committee was informed by the SESRIC of the preparations regarding the annual 

report on the progress at the OIC level towards achieving the prioritized SDGs as decided by 

Member States to be submitted to the 36th Ministerial Sessions of the COMCEC. 

• The Committee was informed by the CCO that in line with the relevant resolution of the 

35th COMCEC Session, “the List of Activities of the OIC Institutions Related to the SDGs for 

the period of 2020 and 2021” will be compiled by the CCO and submitted to the 36th COMCEC 

Session. Recalling the decision of the previous Sessional Committee Meeting, the Committee 

http://activities.comcec.org/
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requested the SESRIC and CCO to consider the possibility of establishing an online platform 

to better follow-up of the SDG-related activities of the OIC Institutions. 

 

Implementation of the Economic Cooperation Section of the OIC-2025 Programme of 

Action 

• The importance of the contributions of the OIC Institutions to the implementation of the 

OIC-2025 Programme of Action was highlighted.  

 

The Proposal on the “OIC Business Intelligence Programme” 

• The Committee was informed by the ICIEC (IsDB Group) on the preparations towards 

the launching of “the OIC Business Intelligence Programme” initiative. The Committee noted 

the recent developments and efforts and requested the ICIEC in cooperation with SESRIC to 

finalize the technical preparations for the operationalization of the Program. 

 

Possible Contributions of the OIC Institutions for the Benefit of Palestinian People/ Al-

Quds Sharif as well as Geographically Distant OIC Member Countries and Observer 

Countries 

• The Committee was informed by the OIC Institutions regarding their activities, projects 

and existing and newly launched programs for the benefit of Palestinian people and Al-Quds 

Sharif and geographically distant OIC member countries such as Guyana and Suriname, and 

Observer Countries. The Committee appreciated the efforts of the OIC Institutions and 

requested them to further enhance their possible contributions including the possible joint 

activities, projects, and programmes.  

 

Any Other Business 

• The Committee Meeting ended with a vote of thanks.  

 

-------------------- 

-------- 


